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Translated, With Introduction, By J.M. Kennedy. Complete New Edition. The title I gave to these lectures ought,
like all titles, to have been as definite, as plain, and as significant as possible; now, however, I observe that
owing to a certain excess of precision, in its present form it is too short and consequently misleading. My first
duty therefore will be to explain the title, together with the object of these lectures, to you, and to apologise for
being obliged to do this. When I promised to speak to you concerning the future of our educational institutions,
I was not thinking especially of the evolution of our particular institutions in Bale. However frequently my
general observations may seem to bear particular application to our own conditions here, I personally have no
desire to draw these inferences, and do not wish to be held responsible if they should be drawn, for the simple
reason that I consider myself still far too much an inexperienced stranger among you, and much too
superficially acquainted with your methods, to pretend to pass judgment upon any such special order of
scholastic establishments, or to predict the probable course their development will follow. On the other hand, I
know full well under what distinguished auspices I have to deliver these lectures-namely, in a city which is
striving to educate and enlighten its inhabitants on a scale so magnificently out of proportion to its size, that it
must put all larger cities to shame. This being so, I presume I am justified in assuming that in a quarter where
so much is done for the...
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