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Excerpt: . T. Cask Of R. V. Palmer.1 On the 14th of May, 1856,
William Palmer was tried at the Old Bailey, under powers
conferred on the Court of Queen s Bench by 19 Vic, c. 16, for
the murder of John Parsons Cook at Rugeley, in Staffordshire.
The trial lasted twelve days, and ended on the 27th May, when
the prisoner was convicted, and received sentence of death, on
which he was afterwards executed at Stafford. Palmer was a
general medical practitioner at Rugeley, much engaged in
sporting transactions. Cook, his intimate friend, was also a
sporting man; and after attending Shrewsbury races with him
on the 13th November, 1855, returned in his company to
Rugeley, and died at the Talbot Arms Hotel, at that place, soon
after midnight, on the 21st November, 1855, under
circumstances which raised a suspicion that he had been...
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