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language: English, abstract: When reading about Chicago at the Turn of the 20th Century, you always come
across great changes and new developments in the means of transport, building and the stockyards; therefore,
it can be assumed that these three fields influenced and shaped Chicago more than anything else in this period.
The first chapter deals with the mostly very difficult daily life of Chicagoans, their cost of living and the wages
they earned at that time; besides that, a passage will be dedicated to peoples health conditions. Here, the focus
lies on the poorer class of society which to a great extent consisted of immigrants who came to Chicago from
all over the U. S. and Europe looking for jobs and hoping for a better life. When reading about the daily life of
people it is very likely to come across the name Jane Addams, who helped the poor, and her Hull House. The
second chapter is about the means of transport, especially about the importance of the railroad that made it
possible for the city to have a great economic growth and provided an access way to the city for the many
immigrants arriving in town. Moreover, the invention of the elevated railroad is mentioned and the changes in
local transport that resulted from it. In the third chapter, Chicagos development in building is described. Due to
the fact that the city was growing very quickly, people needed cheap houses that were easy to build. After the
Great Fire of Chicago in 1871,...
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