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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I remember the astonishment I felt when I first read Shakespeare. I
expected to receive a powerful aesthetic pleasure, but having read, one aDer the other, works regarded as his
best: King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and Macbeth, not only did I feel no delight, but I felt an irresistible
repulsion and tedium, and doubted as to whether I was senseless in feeling works regarded as the summit of
perfection by the whole of the civilized world to be trivial and positively bad, or whether the significance which
this civilized world attributes to the works of Shakespeare was itself senseless. My consternation was increased
by the fact that I always keenly felt the beauties of poetry in every form; then why should artistic works
recognized by the whole world as those of a genius, -the works of Shakespeare, -not only fail to please me, but
be disagreeable to me? For a long time I could not believe in myself, and during fiDy years, in order to test
myself, I several times recommenced reading Shakespeare in every possible form, in Russian, in English, in
German and in Schlegel s translation, as I was advised. Several times I read the dramas and the comedies and
historical plays, and I invariably underwent the same feelings: repulsion, weariness, and bewilderment. At the
present time, before writing this preface, being desirous once more to test myself, I have, as an old man of
seventy-five, again read the whole of Shakespeare, including the historical plays, the Henrys, Troilus and
Cressida, the Tempest, Cymbeline, and I have felt, with even greater force, the same feelings, -this time,
however, not of bewilderment, but of firm,...
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