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The baby s assiduity in observation and experimentation, and the rapidity of its progress in sense-training are
probably never matched in after life. Its mind is also trained fast; because it is constantly practising the mental
interpretation of the phenomena which its senses present to it. The boy on a farm has admirable opportunities
to train eye, ear, and hand; because he can always be looking at the sky and the soils, the woods, the crops, and
the forests, having familiar intercourse with many domestic animals, using various tools, listening to the
innumerable sweet sounds which wind, water, birds, and insects make on the countryside, and in his holidays
hunting, fishing, and roaming. Increasing skill in the use of the hands and fingers has undoubtedly had much to
do with the development of the human mind ever since man first stood erect, and set free from foot work his
fingers and their opposing thumb. One of the best methods of developing the minds of children is practice in
the coordinated activities of the brain and the hand. If brain, eye, and hand are cooperating, the developing
mental effect is increased; and the mental action and reaction is stronger still when eyes, cars, and hands, and
the whole nervous system, the memory, and the discriminating judgment are at work together. The
fundamental trades - such as those of the carpenter, mason, blacksmith, wheelwright, painter, hand leather-
worker, and shoemaker, have provided immensely valuable education for the human race, and have, indeed,
been the chief means of raising barbarous peoples to a condition of approximate civilization. To-day the
teaching of those trades,...
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