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Cornerstone, United Kingdom, 2009. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 241 x 161 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. A brisk, lively and vividly written portrait of post-apartheid South Africa - Peter Godwin, author of
Mukiwa . In the early 1990s, the African National Congress, led by Nelson Mandela, engaged in a historic and
peaceful transition to power in South Africa. For some, the story of South Africa ended with that moment - the
victory of the ANC over the bitter injustice of the apartheid regime, and Mandela s astonishing mission of
reconciliation. Yet while the economy has grown steadily, as has a fledgling middle class, and black South
Africans have attained positions of great wealth and power, rampant inequality still remains. Violence is
endemic in the townships and in the major cities. Race relations are fraught as whites struggle to find their
place in the new order. President Thabo Mbeki s denial of the AIDS epidemic has led to tens of thousands of
unnecessary deaths and been morally and politically disastrous. Mbeki s failure to check the abuses of Robert
Mugabe s dictatorship in Zimbabwe has tarnished South Africa s reputation abroad and baIled Mbeki s former
friends. South Africa should be the continent s greatest hope, yet it stands at a crossroads as it faces its most
serious test since the end of white rule. Uncertainty over its trajectory intensified with the election of Jacob
Zuma, a charismatic populist who is embroiled in a corruption scandal, as Mandela s second successor as
leader of the ANC, in 2007. This controversial choice unleashed turmoil within Africa s grandest liberation
movement. Might it also signal the start of an unhappy new chapter in the post-apartheid story? The collapse of
neighbouring Zimbabwe is a chilling example of how a revolutionary party can...
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