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Twenty Illustrations This famous body of singers (known generally as the Mormon Tabernacle Choir) was
organized by President Brigham Young in the early days of the state. The original conductors of the choir, in
order of their service, have been as follows: Stephen Goddard, James Smithies, Charles J. Thomas, William
Sands, Professor George Careless, Professor E. Beesley and Professor Evan Stephens, the present incumbent.
The choir was enlarged to about one hundred singers at the time it was transferred to the large Tabernacle
under Professor Careless direction, and with his wife, Mrs. Lavinia Careless, as leading soprano, it achieved an
almost national reputation. The present mammoth organization of five hundred enrolled singers (the largest
regular church choir in the world) dates back to 1890, when the present conductor and manager, Professor
Evan Stephens, took charge. The choir was then organized on a broader basis than before, and divided into
five vocal parts; viz.: first and second soprano, alto, tenor and bass. Free training classes have been held for the
benefit of the members in sight-reading, voice culture, harmony and composition. The choir is self-supporting
financially, and the members are giving their services freely to this phase of church work. A portion of this
organization, numbering from one hundred and fiIy to two hundred and fiIy members, has visited cities in
other states on concert tours, notably Chicago (where it secured a prize of $1,000 in choral singing), Denver,
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