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Sufferers and Fellow-Countrymen, - In compliance with a widely expressed request | again venture to submit the
following letters to your earnest and careful consideration. Written, as they have been, from a strict sense of
duty, under a deep feeling of bereavement, and through a peculiar combination of circumstances, their object
will be fully attained, if they only prompt that further investigation into the circumstances connected with the
loss of The London which is so absolutely needed, both for private satisfaction and for public advantage. A
variety of causes, to which | cannot shut my eyes, may, possibly, prevent my statements from producing that
result which, under happier auspices, they might be expected to achieve. It is useless to conceal that | shall have
to contend with the influence of a great and powerful firm, which, though it may not be openly and actively
exerted, will yet operate as a dead weight against all action concerning the matter in hand. Next to this, there
will, probably, be the indirect opposition of many of their fellow-shipowners to encounter; and, further still,
there will, most likely, be a bias on the part of the government in general, and of the board of trade in
particular, to support their own officers and to acquiesce in the conclusions of a report which, to employ plain
language, has simply white-washed everybody responsible for the construction, equipment, lading, and
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