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Fugitive Slaves, in Connection With Mr. Bell s Compromise Resolutions The Senate having under consideration
the resolutions of Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, and the motion of Mr. Foore to refer them to a Select Committee of
Thirteen, Mr. Baldwin said: To that motion, Mr. President, an amendment was offered by myself on a former
occasion, which was subsequently modified at the suggestion of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton, ] to
exclude from the consideration of the committee the subject-matter of the message of the President
transmitting the constitution of California, and recommending her admission into the Union. It is upon that
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introduced by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bell.] | have listened, Mr. President, with deep interest to the
discussions in the Senate on the questions presented by the message of the President, and the resolutions of the
distinguished Senators from Kentucky and Tennessee. In the general tone and spirit which have characterized
the debate, | have seen much to admire and something to regret. It has been my endeavor to keep my own
mind free from any undue excitement, with a determination, in any legislative act which | may be called upon
to perform, to be governed by the spirit of the Constitution and of the distinguished men who cooperated...
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