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THE SUCCESS OF THE OCCUPY WALL STREET MOVEMENT DUE TO
TWITTER

GRIN Verlag Jul 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x3 mm. This item is printed on demand -
Print on Demand Neuware - Master's Thesis from the year 2012 in the subject Business economics - Marketing,
Corporate Communication, CRM, Market Research, Social Media, grade: B2, University of Limerick, course:
Masters in Business Management, language: English, abstract: The 'Occupy Movement' is an international
protest movement driven by people's discontent with social and economic inequality. This paper is based
primarily on Mark Earls book 'Herd', particularly his research regarding how 'All mass behavior is a result of
interacting individuals within a specific context' (Herd 2009 p.147). It will examine social media's ability to
magnify how word of mouth can influence mass behavior also considering Seth Godin book 'Tribes' in this
context and the increased speed at which this can happen due to social media (Godin 2008). The paper
discusses how the Occupy Movement was partly inspired by the Arab Spring uprisings which had already
demonstrated the power that social media can have on mass behavior throughout 2011. 'We use Facebook to
schedule the protests, Twitter to coordinate, and youtube to tell the world' was exclaimed by a Cairo activist to
convey how they were leveraging social media to their advantage during the riots in Egypt (Casilli & Tubaro
2011). Social media refers to the use of both web-based and mobile technologies to allow people to
communicate with each other and build relationships. Micro blogging sites such Twitter fall under the large
scope of social media, as do social networking sites such as Facebook. Since the advent of Smartphones, people
have access to social media sites at all times. People oIen look to Twitter for news first as updates about
current events often appear on Twitter before they appear on major news outlets,...
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