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Defeat: An Address Delivered Before the Two Literary Societies
of the University of North Carolina, June 7th, 1866 Gentlemen
of the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies: As the traveller,
who, during his absence, has learned that a great fire has
swept over his native city, welcomes with the keenest rapture
the first glance of his own home, which he trembles at the
thought of finding in the ashes of the general ruin, so should
we rejoice, to behold our honored University surviving the
wreck of so much that we loved and revered. - Though
staggering under the blows of adversity, I am most happy to
sec for myself, this day, so goodly a display of her ancient life
and energy. May she soon attain to that full measure of
prosperity and usefulness, which has heretofore rendered her
the pride and chiefest ornament of North Carolina! Since the
first keel of an European vessel grated upon the sands of the
new world, and the first axe was lifted against the vast forest
which covered...
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